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46-063 Emepela Pl. #U101  Kaneohe, HI  96744 á (808) 679-7454 á Kris Coffield á Co-founder/Executive Director  

 

TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BIL L 686, RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING  
 

Senate Committee on Education 
Hon. Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
Hon. Kaiali Õi Kahele, Vice Chair  

 
Friday, February 3, 2017, 2:45 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 
 

Honorable Chair Kidani and committee members: 
 
 I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 350 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this 
testimony in support of Senate Bill 686, relating to education funding. 

 In comparison to school districts of similar size and demographic composition, HawaiÔi, 
ranks 227th in per-pupil funding before adjusting for cost of living, at $11,823 per child. 
Washington D.C., New York City, Boston, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati school districts, for 
example, spend nearly twice as much as HawaiÕi per pupil, at well over $22,000 to over $26,000 
per student. Similarly, local private schools, discounting Catholic institutions, spend nearly 
$19,173 dollars per student, with Punahou President Jim Scott revealing, in 2014, ÒThe real cost 
of our education per student is $26,000,Ó owing to the schoolÕs then-total endowment of $235 
million and fundraising operations of $12-$15 million annually.  

 Moreover, at the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year, media outlets widely reported 
that the DOE faced 625 vacant teaching positions. While the Department of Education currently 
includes the percentage of teaching positions filled on the first day of school as a statewide 
indicator in its strategic plan, this statistic does not detail the quality or competency of the 
teachers filling vacant positions. The number of new teachers hired who have not completed a 
teacher education program has increased from 125 for the 2011-2012 school year to 241 for the 
2015-2016 school year. Over the same period, the number of teacher resignations has increased 
from 624 in 2011-2012 to 781 in 2015-2016, while the total number of voluntary teacher 
separations has increased from 934 in 2011-2012 to 1,075 in 2015-2016. In short, hundreds of 
teachers are leaving the workforce each year at an accelerating pace, while the DOE does not 
have enough trained and licensed teachers in waiting to fill the holes they leave. Accordingly, we 
must raise HawaiÕiÕs last-in-the-nation cost of living adjusted teacher pay as a means of 
addressing the problem. Studies have shown that as teacher pay increases, so, too, does student 
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achievement. A Stanford University study found that Òraising teacher wages by 10 percent 
reduces high school dropout rates by 3 percent to 4 percent,Ó while a study of Florida showed 
that pay raises reduced teacher attrition by as much as 25 percent for hard-to-fill subject areas, 
with childrenÕs learning growth gaining from more exposure to experienced educators. Recently, 
the HawaiÕi State Teachers Association performed a study of teacher compensation in 
comparison with mainland peer districts. HSTA found that teachersÕ wages are $4,000 to 
$20,000 below that of their mainland peers before adjusting for cost of living. Put simply, to 
reduce teacher turnover, we must pay educators what theyÕre worth.  

 We are especially heartened by this measureÕs possibilities for making HawaiÕi more 
affordable. HawaiÕi residents face the highest housing costs in the nation, at more than twice the 
national average. According to the National Low Income Housing CoalitionÕs Out of Reach 2016 
report, a full time worker would need to earn $34.22/hour to afford a two-bedroom apartment at 
fair market value in our state, with Honolulu experiencing a 67 percent increase in fair market 
rent between 2005 and 2015. Average rent for a two-bedroom unit surpassed $2,100 in 2015, 
with average rent for a 900-square-foot exceeding $2,200 in 2016. In the past three years alone, 
Honolulu rent has increased 23.5 percent. While 47 percent of HawaiÕi residents are renters (a 
number that does not include individuals and families renting outside of the regulated rental 
market), they earn an average wage of $14.49/hour, scarcely enough to meet their basic needs. 
One out of every four households in HawaiÕi report that they are Òdoubling upÓ or are three 
paychecks or less away from being homeless, according to the HawaiÕi Appleseed Center for 
Law and Economic Justice. Moreover, 54 percent of households are cost-burdened, meaning that 
they pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing costs.  

 We are in the midst of an affordable housing crisis. For context, our stateÕs cost of 
housing has skyrocketed over the last decade, leaving many families searching for affordable 
alternatives, in shelters, or on the streets. The median price of condominiums on OÕahu increased 
8.3 percent in 2016 to $390,000, while the median price for single-family homes increased by 
6.5 percent to $735,000, according to the Honolulu Board of Realtors. The cost of a four-
bedroom home in urban Honolulu now exceeds $1.1 million. At least 40 percent of residences in 
HawaiÕi are owner unoccupied, according to the HawaiÕi Housing Finance and Development 
Corporation, meaning that nearly 50 percentÐand by some estimates well over halfÐof HawaiÕi 
homes are investment properties. Many of those properties are owned by mainland and foreign 
buyers, whose real estate market speculation is a prime driver of HawaiÕiÕÕs highest-in-the-nation 
cost of housing. 

 Housing costs are driven largely by real estate speculators, who use HawaiÕi as their 
personal luxury row. We must ask ourselves: do we want to continue catering to people who live 
outside of HawaiÕi, but have the resources to maintain a home here, too? Or do we want to create 
a first-rate education system for our children? According to a study released in May of 2016 by 
the HawaiÕi Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism, there are Òclear 
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distinctionsÓ between the average price of homes bought by local residents, mainlanders, and 
foreigners. Analyzing purchases made between 2008 and 2015, DBEDT found: ÒThe average 
sale price was highest among foreign buyers. The average sale price of the total of 5,775 homes 
sold to foreign buyers from 2008 to 2015 was $786,186, 28.3 percent higher than the average 
sale price to the mainlanders ($612,770) and 64.7 percent higher than the average sale price to 
local buyers ($477,460).Ó Thus, this constitutional amendment directly impacts real estate 
speculators driving up housing and, in turn, rental prices in HawaiÕi, i.e. those most responsible 
for pricing families keiki out of paradise. 

All children deserve a chance at a brilliant future. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in 
support of this bill. 

 
Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Executive Director 
IMUAlliance 







http://www.grassrootinstitute.org/2017/01/islanders-shouldnt-be-taxed-extra-for-teacher-bonuses/
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spend too much time filling out forms and reports and not enough time in the actual 
classroom.  Unfortunately, with more than $1.5 billion in its budget and more than 20% of the 
general fund budget, teachers are frustrated, and kids are roasting in the schools.  The department 
of education still cannot get it right.  Until it does, there is little justification for an increase of 
financial resources let alone a massive tax increase as proposed. 

 

Digested 2/1/2017 



http://www.hawaii-can.org/2017policyagenda






The Hawai Ôi Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) is a public non -profit organization under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. HAPA Õs mission is to catalyze community empowerment and 
systemic change towards valuing Ôaina (environment) and people ahead o f corporate profit.  
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Senate Committee on Education  
 

Hawai!i Alliance for Progressive Action supports SB686 
 
 
Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee:  
 
My name is Anne Frederick and I am the Executive Director for the Hawai!i 
Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA). HAPA is a statewide environmental, 
social and economic justice organization. HAPA engages over 10,000 local 
residents annually through our work. 
 
From October through December of 2016 HAPA and several of our partners 
held a series of input gathering forums across the islands called the 
PeopleÕs Congress. Over 800 people attended forums on Kaua!i, O!ahu, 
Maui and Hawai!i Island to discuss the most pressing issues facing their 
communities. The chronic underfunding of our public schools was one of the 
top concerns and priorities raised by residents across the state. 
 
I am writing in strong support of SB686, and related bills to increase funding 
for public schools.  
 
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build 
the foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrowÕs generations. Every 
dollar invested in our communityÕs public schools yields exponential returns, 
not just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic 
society.  
 
Supporting these proposals will lift HawaiÕiÕs schools into the 21st Century. A 
vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to 
connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and 
Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional 
pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers. 
 
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Anne Frederick, Executive Director 
Hawai!i Alliance for Progressive Action (H.A.P.A.) 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 8:57 AM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: nredfeather@kohalacenter.org 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Nancy Redfeather Hawaii Island School 
Garden Network  Support No 

 
 
Comments: Our public schools, especially our smaller rural schools are underfunded. 
ESSA will give us a chance to really improve education in Hawai'i. Please support our 
public and charter schools, to have the funds necessary to improve public education 
and pay our teachers what they deserve! Mahalo 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

                                 February 3, 2017
  

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair   
Committee on Education
State Capitol
Honolulu, HI  96813

RE:  SB 683 and SB 686 - Relating to Education

Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee,

The Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC), HawaiiÕs State 
Advisory Panel under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), supports the intent of the above bills to increase funding for 
public education in Hawaii.

Hawaii serves a smaller percentage of students with disabilities 
compared to the entire student population than the national 
average--10.4% compared to 12.9% for most states--which may 
indicate that we are not identifying and serving all students who are 
eligible for special education services.  Those who are served have 
experienced lackluster progress and a growing achievement gap with 
�W�K�H�L�U���Q�R�Q���G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G���S�H�H�U�V�������+�D�Z�D�L�L���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H�V���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���I�H�Z�H�U��
children in the general education classroom contrary to IDEA mandates 
for placement in the least restrictive environment.  

To address these inequities will take additional resources, including 
�K�L�J�K�H�U���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���S�D�\���W�R���D�W�W�U�D�F�W���P�R�U�H���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�G���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���À�H�O�G�����V�P�D�O�O�H�U��
class sizes to encourage greater inclusion and specialized services 
and supports to meet the unique learning needs of these students.  
�$�Q���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�W�U�H�D�P���I�R�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H�Q�H�À�W��
ALL children in Hawaii, including those who are most vulnerable to 
academic failure.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important 
legislation.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact me.

Respectfully,

Martha Guinan   Ivalee Sinclair
Chair     Legislative Committee Chair

Special Education          
Advisory Council 

Ms. Martha Guinan, Chair
Ms. Dale Matsuura, Vice Chair
Dr. Patricia Sheehey, Vice 
Chair
Ms. Ivalee Sinclair, Vice Chair

Ms. Brendelyn Ancheta
Dr. Robert Campbell, liaison  
    to the military
Ms. Deborah Cheeseman
Ms. Annette Cooper
Ms. Gabriele Finn
Mr. Sage Goto
Ms. Valerie Johnson
Ms. Bernadette Lane
Ms. Kaili Murbach
Ms. Stacey Oshio
Ms. KauÕi Rezentes
Ms. Charlene Robles
Ms. Rosie Rowe
Mr. James Street
Dr. Todd Takahashi
Dr. Daniel Ulrich
Mr. Steven Vannatta
Mr. Gavin Villar
Dr. Amy Wiech
Ms. Jasmine Williams
Ms. Susan Wood

Amanda Kaahanui, Staff
Susan Rocco, Staff
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TIM VANDEVEER       
      Chair                                        MARGARET WILLE     

 MARIE STRAZAR                                                                         SEAN SMITH        
                  Vice Chair                                            Legislative Committee Co-Chairs 
  

January 31, 2017 
 

Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair  
Senator KaialiÔi Kahele, Vice Chair 

Senate Committee on Education 
February 3, 2017   2:45 pm State Capitol, Conference Room 229 

 
SB686 ÒRELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDINGÓ  

 
Submitted on Behalf of the Democratic Party of Hawaii 

 
 The Democratic Party of HawaiÔi supports SB686 ÒRelating to Education FundingÓ 
which is designed to provide dedicated funding for the education of our children. The intent of 
this legislation is one of the Democratic Party of HawaiÔiÕs legislative priorities for the 2017 
legislative session.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
                        /s/ Tim Vandeveer    (tim@hawaiidemocrats.org)  

               Chair of the Democratic Party of HawaiÔi 
     /s/ Marie (Dolly) Strazar    (hilomds@gmail.com) 
     Vice Chair of the Democratic Party of HawaiÔi 
 
     /s/ Margaret Wille     (margaretwille@mac.com) 
                /s/ Sean Smith            (simashang@yahoo.com) 
     Legislative Committee Co-Chairs    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Headquarters 627 South Street    P.O. Box 2041 Honolulu Hawaii 96805    808-596-2980 
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2 SB 686 RELATING TO EDUCATION FUNDING 
 

29  S. KUKUI PLACE,  KIHEI,  HI  967 53   
 

 
3. All  counties already charge a higher property tax rate on properties being used as 

transient vacation rentals.   
 

                             Owner                 Resort Hotel Zone 
CC Honolulu         $    3.50         $     12.90        
Maui                            2.70                  8.71 
Kauai                           3.05                  8.85 
Hawaii                         6.15                10.85 
 
This tax will add an onerous burden on to property owners already taxed at a higher rate.  
To be clear, transient accommodation owners do not object to the current property tax 
structure.  
 
4. There are a significant number of bills under consideration by the House and by the 

Senate which increase taxes imposed on vacation rental properties.  
 

The State of Hawaii is economically dependent on tourism and should not take measures 
which make it unduly uneconomic for tourists to visit the state.  In other words, do not 
kill the goose which lays a golden egg.   
 

 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

Sincerely, 

 

Neal Halstead 
President, 
Rentals by Owner Awareness Association 
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REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals 
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 

 

808-733-7060        1259 A‘ala Street, Suite 300  
                          Honolulu, HI 96817 
808-737-4977    

      

February 3, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Chair 
Senate Committee on Education 
State Capitol, Room 229 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
RE: S.B. 686, Relating to Education 
 
HEARING:  Thursday, February 2, 2017, at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Kahele, and Members of the Committee. 
 
I am Myoung Oh, Director of Government Affairs, here to testify on behalf of the Hawai‘i 
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its 9,000 
members. HAR strongly opposes S.B. 686 which establishes an education surcharge on 
residential investment properties and visitor accommodations for the purpose of funding 
public education. 
 
The bill proposes to create a revenue stream for the Department of Education based on 
assessing residential units used for rentals.  The bill also proposes to assess visitors on a per 
person basis but does not state an amount necessary to address the current needs of the DOE, 
and thereby creates a revenue source for funding existing and future programs. 
 
While we continue to recognize the importance of education, we are concerned that the 
responsibility in funding this effort will be shifted from the overall general tax paying public 
to those that own residential investment property and visitors to our State.  Moreover, there is 
no clear nexus between those that invest in residential property and visitors to our State 
(since they do not live in Hawai‘i) to education. 
 
According to the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, Hawai‘i 
had a homeownership rate of about 59% in 2015, which suggests 41% are renters.  Should an 
additional surcharge be placed on rental investment property, these additional costs may be 
passed on to renters.  Furthermore, with rising housing costs, more homeowners today are 
purchasing an investment property so that their children have a place to call home or to plan 
for retirement.  With Hawaii’s high cost of living and housing, this would further burden our 
working individuals and families. 
 
Educational needs must be weighed against the priorities of the State as a whole through the 
budgeting process and HAR does not support earmarking a new surcharge on residential 
investment property and visitor accommodations. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in opposition to this measure. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 12:41 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: coalitionforequaltaxation@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

John Chang Coalition for Equal 
Taxation Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: On behalf of the Coalition for Equal Taxation, please defer SB686. This Bill 
creates an extremely heavy burden on nonresident property owners. Our Coalition 
believes that all taxpayers should share in the responsibility of supporting education and 
to single out only residential investment property and visitor accommodations (both of 
which are primarily nonresidents) is unequal taxation. This Bill also assesses a daily 
increase of tax on gross receipts. This is a taxation on commerce, however, again, this 
tax is being applied only to visitor accommodations (and timeshares). Why would a 
surcharge tax to support education fall only on this very small sector and not apply to 
the broader GE taxation? Equally puzzling is if it is associated with visitor 
accommodations why would hotels not be taxed? Also please consider, many owners of 
investment property are people who are retired. That is why they have the time to enjoy 
a second home in Hawaii. Many mainlanders spend part of the year on the mainland 
and then part of the year in their Hawaii home. This additional surcharge on already 
high property taxes for the zones where these properties are located, is a serious 
financial impact on seniors Thank you. Coalition for Equal Taxation John Chang 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

 

 
Gary M. Slovin 
Mihoko E. Ito 
R. Brian Tsujimura 
C. Mike Kido 
Tiffany N. Yajima 
Matthew W. Tsujimura  
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DATE: February 2, 2017 

  
TO: Senator Michelle Kidani 

Chair, Committee on Education 
Submitted via Capitol Website 

  
RE: S.B. 686 – Relating to Education Funding   

Hearing Date: Friday, February 3, 2017 at 2:45 p.m.  
Conference Room: 229  

 

 
Dear Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee on Education: 
 
We submit this testimony on behalf of Wyndham Vacation Ownership.  Wyndham 
offers individual consumers and business-to-business customers a broad suite of 
hospitality products and services through its portfolio of world-renowned brands.  
Wyndham Vacation Ownership has a substantial presence in Hawaii through its 
Wyndham Vacation Resorts, WorldMark by Wyndham and Shell Vacations brands. 
 
Wyndham opposes  S.B. 686, which would establish a $3 per day surcharge on 
visitor accommodations that cost less than $150 per day, and a $5 per day 
surcharge on visitor accommodations that cost more than $150 per day to fund 
public education.  Timeshare owners already pay the transient accommodations tax 
on timeshare, also known as the “transient occupancy tax” or “TOT,” making Hawaii 
the only state in the nation that taxes owners of timeshares for occupancy of 
property they already own.  Establishing a new, additional surcharge on visitor 
accommodations would negatively impact an industry that already contributes 
significantly to the state.  
 
The timeshare industry is a strong and consistent source of economic growth for the 
state that brings stability to the visitor industry by providing reliable and consistent 
occupancy.  Timeshare owners, which include kama’aina, are loyal and repeat 
visitors who have made long-term commitments to vacation in the islands.  In 
economic downturns, timeshares stabilize the economy and mitigate potential 
adverse effects on the community.   
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While Wyndham appreciates that funding for public school education is important, 
there is no nexus between increasing taxes on visitors and funding for public 
schools.  Moreover, increasing taxes on the visitor industry could have unintended 
consequences like reduced visitor spending or decreased visitor arrivals.  For these 
reasons, we respectfully ask this committee to hold this bill. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this measure. 
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February 3, 2017 
 
TO: COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
 SENATOR MICHELLE KIDANI, Chair Education Committee 
 SENATOR KAIALI`I KAHELE, Vice-Chair Education Committee 
 
FR: American Resort Development Association (ARDA) Hawaii  
 Blake Oshiro, Acting Executive Director 
 
RE:  Senate Bill 686 Relating To Education - Oppose 
 

Senate Bill 283 Proposing Amendments To Articles Vii And X Of The Constitution Of 
The State Of Hawaii To Authorize The Legislature To Establish A Surcharge On 
Residential Investment Property And Visitor Accommodations To Increase Funding For 
Public Education – Oppose 

 
Dear Chair Kidani, Vice-Chair Kahele and Members of the Education Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on the proposed Constitutional Amendment and the 
statutory counterpart bills.  On behalf of the American Resort Development Association (ARDA) 
Hawaii, the time share association, we respectfully oppose these bills.  
 
While the discussion and policy decisions about the proper level of funding for public education 
is an important one that has been ongoing for several years, the approach taken in these bills 
seeks to have one sector of the economy bear that burden.  This is an unfair targeting of one 
industry to be taxed.  While this does not necessarily mean ARDA-Hawaii supports a large 
broad-based tax increase, it is much more reasonable for our community to engage in policy 
discussion on the amount and source of education funding.  Moreover, these proposals single-
out one area and type of property and property owners/users to have to pay these fees for 
services and programs which do not have a direct nexus to the surcharge that is sought to be 
imposed.  
 
Our tourism industry remains state’s top economic driver.  Unfortunately, our other important 
economic driver, the military support and spending, is also tenuous and uncertain due to 
changes at the federal level in the past few years including sequestration, the elimination of 
earmarked appropriations or “pork-barrel” projects, and loss of congressional seniority.  This 
compounded by an uncertain and yet to be determined approach by the new federal 
Administration.  As such, additional targeted fees or taxes on our visitor accommodations has 
the potential to drag down our tourism market momentum and inhibit Hawaii’s continued cost-
competitiveness as a sought-after tropical destination.  
 
It is for these reasons that ARDA-Hawaii must respectfully oppose these bills. Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify.  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 12:24 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: allan@crhmaui.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 1/31/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Allan Raikes Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments: I write in opposition to this bill. While one can argue that there is sufficient 
funds already being provided for education and a better solution is to better manage 
these funds, one can not argue the fact that there is a shortage of affordable housing in 
this state. By increasing the tax on investment properties offered for long term rentals 
will result in this additional expense being passed on to renters. The other targeted 
group, those doing short term vacation rentals are already hit with the second highest 
property tax rate (on Maui) and contribute more than their share to the state coffers by 
way of the GET and TAT that is collected on these short term rentals. If the state could 
spend some of its resources going after those doing short term rentals that are not 
paying their taxes it could add millions to the general fund. Mahalo  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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George Tsuchida Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments: Aloha, I oppose SB686 because a Constitutional amendment should be 
reserved for rare situations as discussed in the Honolulu Star-Advertiser commentary, 
"Don't create fund using Constitution," on Jan 31, 2017. In addition, this amendment 
would create "a slush fund for union bosses," as discussed in the Honolulu Star-
Advertiser Letter to the Editor, "Amendment would create slush fund," on Jan 31, 2017. 
Mahalo nui loa 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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�W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���I�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O��
�S�D�\���W�K�D�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���R�X�U���K�D�U�G�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V����
������
�:�H���Q�H�H�G���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H��������[INSERT a paragraph or two, tell 
your personal story or specific anecdotes about  how lack of funding affects your students, 
how low pay and a lack of resources are driving teachers out of the profession, how teachers 
have to hold second and third jobs, etc. Make su re to emphasize how these situations are 
harmful to students.] ��
��
�7�R���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���R�X�U���N�H�L�N�L���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H�V�H���E�L�O�O�V�����0�D�K�D�O�R����
��
�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H����
�6�K�D�X�Q���.�D�P�L�G�D�����0�F�.�L�Q�O�H�\�����2�D�K�X��
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�)�U�R�P�� �7�R�P���)�R�V�W�H�U�����Z�I�R�V�W�H�U�#�K�D�Z�D�L�L���U�U���F�R�P�!
�6�H�Q�W�� �7�X�H�V�G�D�\�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������������������3�0
�7�R�� �(�'�8���7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\
�6�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �6�%�����������D�Q�G���6�%��������

�&�K�D�L�U���.�L�G�D�Q�L���D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H������
����
�,���D�P���'�R�Q�Q�D���)�R�V�W�H�U�����D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�W���.�H�D�X�N�D�K�D���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O�����,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V�����3�O�H�D�V�H���S�D�V�V��
�6�%�����������D�Q�G���6�%�����������W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V����
����
�2�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���R�X�U���I�X�W�X�U�H�����:�K�H�Q���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H�\���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z�¶�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���G�R�O�O�D�U���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���\�L�H�O�G�V��
�H�[�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V�����Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���I�R�U���R�X�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����E�X�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���R�I���D���P�R�U�H���R�S�H�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����
����
�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���Z�L�O�O���O�L�I�W���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L�¶�V���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�������V�W���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����$���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���L�V���D���Y�R�W�H��
�I�R�U���O�R�Z�H�U���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�R�Z���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����Z�K�R�O�H���F�K�L�O�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H��
�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���I�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�\���W�K�D�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I��
�R�X�U���K�D�U�G�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V����
������
�:�H���Q�H�H�G���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���D���G�H�F�H�Q�W���U�D�L�V�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�������,���V�S�H�Q�G���R�Y�H�U����������������
�G�R�O�O�D�U�V�����D���\�H�D�U���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���F�U�D�I�W���L�W�H�P�V���V�R���,���F�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H����
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�������,�¶�Y�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���V�W�R�S���W�K�L�V���H�[�W�U�D���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���K�D�Y�H���D���P�R�U�W�J�D�J�H���W�R��
�S�D�\���������,�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G�����W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���V�X�I�I�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�V���P�D�Q�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W��
�Z�R�X�O�G���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H�G���O�H�D�U�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���P�\���F�O�D�V�V������������
��
�7�R���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���R�X�U���N�H�L�N�L���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H�V�H���E�L�O�O�V�����0�D�K�D�O�R����
��
�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H����
��
�'�R�Q�Q�D���)�R�V�W�H�U��
�.�H�D�X�N�D�K�D���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O��
�+�L�O�R�����+�D�Z�D�L�L��
����
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�)�U�R�P�� �M�R�V�H�S�K���K�R�O�G�H�U�����M�K�R�O�G�H�U�����#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�!
�6�H�Q�W�� �7�X�H�V�G�D�\�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������������������3�0
�7�R�� �(�'�8���7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\
�6�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���6�%���������D�Q�G���6�%������

�7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���I�R�U�����6�H�Q�D�W�H���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
�6�%�����������D�Q�G���6�%���������������5�(�/�$�7�,�1�*���7�2���(�'�8�&�$�7�,�2�1��
�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\�����)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\������������������
���������S�P��
����
�&�K�D�L�U���.�L�G�D�Q�L���D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H������
����
�,���D�P���-�R�V�H�S�K���+�R�O�G�H�U�����D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�W���.�H�R�Q�H�S�R�N�R���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�����R�Q���W�K�H���%�L�J���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���I�R�U��
�����\�H�D�U�V�����3�O�H�D�V�H���S�D�V�V���6�%�����������D�Q�G���6�%�����������W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V����
����
�2�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���R�X�U���I�X�W�X�U�H�����:�K�H�Q���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H�\���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z�¶�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���G�R�O�O�D�U���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F��
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V���\�L�H�O�G�V���H�[�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V�����Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���I�R�U���R�X�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����E�X�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���R�I���D���P�R�U�H���R�S�H�Q���D�Q�G��
�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����
����
�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���Z�L�O�O���O�L�I�W���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L�¶�V���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�������V�W���&�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����$���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V��
�L�V���D���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���O�R�Z�H�U���F�O�D�V�V���V�L�]�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�R�Z���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����Z�K�R�O�H���F�K�L�O�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���I�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O��
�S�D�\���W�K�D�W���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���R�X�U���K�D�U�G�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V����
������
��
�7�R���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���R�X�U���N�H�L�N�L���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H�V�H���E�L�O�O�V�����0�D�K�D�O�R����
��
�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H����
�-�R�V�H�S�K���+�R�O�G�H�U�����.�H�R�Q�H�S�R�N�R���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�����%�L�J���,�V�O�D�Q�G��
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�)�U�R�P�� �0�D�U�\���6�F�K�U�R�W�K�����P�D�U�\�V�F�K�U�R�W�K�������#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�!
�6�H�Q�W�� �7�X�H�V�G�D�\�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������������������3�0
�7�R�� �(�'�8���7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\
�6�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���6�%���������D�Q�G���6�%������

�7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���I�R�U�����6�H�Q�D�W�H���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
�6�%�����������D�Q�G���6�%���������������5�(�/�$�7�,�1�*���7�2���(�'�8�&�$�7�,�2�1��
�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\�����)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\������������������
���������S�P��
����
�&�K�D�L�U���.�L�G�D�Q�L���D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H������
����
�,���D�P���0�D�U�\���6�F�K�U�R�W�K�����D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�W���,�U�R�T�X�R�L�V���3�R�L�Q�W���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���D�Q�G���2�D�K�X�����,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���I�R�U���D�O�P�R�V�W�������\�H�D�U�V����
�3�O�H�D�V�H���S�D�V�V���6�%�����������D�Q�G���6�%�����������W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V����
����
�2�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�U�H���R�X�U���I�X�W�X�U�H�����:�K�H�Q���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H�\���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\���I�R�U���W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z�¶�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����(�Y�H�U�\���G�R�O�O�D�U���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���\�L�H�O�G�V��
�H�[�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V�����Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���I�R�U���R�X�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����E�X�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H���R�I���D���P�R�U�H���R�S�H�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����
����
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���Z���]�Œ���<�]�����v�]�����v�����D���u�����Œ�•���}�(���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�š�š�����W����
����
�/�����u���D���Œ�����t�}�v�P�U�������š�������Z���Œ�����š���E�]�µ���s���o�o���Ç���D�]�����o�����^���Z�}�}�o���}�v���K���Z�µ�X���/���Z���À�����������v�������š�������Z���Œ���(�}�Œ���î�ì���Ç�����Œ�•�X���W�o�����•�����‰���•�•���^�����ò�ô�ï��
���v�����^�����ò�ô�ò���š�}���]�v���Œ�����•�����(�µ�v���]�v�P���(�}�Œ���‰�µ���o�]�����•���Z�}�}�o�•�X��
����
�K�µ�Œ�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�����Œ�����}�µ�Œ���(�µ�š�µ�Œ���X���t�Z���v���š�������Z���Œ�•���]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š���š�Z���]�Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�U���š�Z���Ç�����µ�]�o�����š�Z�����(�}�µ�v�����š�]�}�v���(�}�Œ�����‹�µ���o�]�š�Ç�����v�����‰�Œ�}�•�‰���Œ�]�š�Ç��
�(�}�Œ���š�}�u�}�Œ�Œ�}�Á�[�•���P���v���Œ���š�]�}�v�•�X�����À���Œ�Ç�����}�o�o���Œ���]�v�À���•�š�������]�v���}�µ�Œ�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�[�•���‰�µ���o�]�����•���Z�}�}�o�•���Ç�]���o���•�����Æ�‰�}�v���v�š�]���o���Œ���š�µ�Œ�v�•�U���v�}�š���i�µ�•�š��
�(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ�������}�v�}�u�Ç�U�����µ�š���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�u�]�•�����}�(�������u�}�Œ�����}�‰���v�����v���������u�}���Œ���š�]�����•�}���]���š�Ç�X��
����
�^�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�]�v�P���š�Z���•�����‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•���o�•���Á�]�o�o���o�]�(�š���,���Á���]�[�]�[�•���•���Z�}�}�o�•���]�v�š�}���š�Z�����î�í�•�š�������v�š�µ�Œ�Ç�X�������À�}�š�����(�}�Œ���š�Z���•�����u�����•�µ�Œ���•���]�•�������À�}�š�����(�}�Œ���o�}�Á���Œ��
���o���•�•���•�]�Ì���•���š�Z���š�����o�o�}�Á���š�������Z���Œ�•���š�}�����}�v�v�����š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���]�Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�U���Á�Z�}�o�������Z�]�o���������µ�����š�]�}�v���š�Z���š���]�v���o�µ�����•���š�Z�������Œ�š�•�����v�����,���Á���]�]���v��
�•�š�µ���]���•�U���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•���(�}�Œ���•�‰�����]���o���v�������•���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�U�����v�����‰�Œ�}�(���•�•�]�}�v���o���‰���Ç���š�Z���š���Œ���(�o�����š�•���š�Z�����À���o�µ�����}�(���}�µ�Œ���Z���Œ���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���š�������Z���Œ�•�X��
������
�t�����v���������������]�š�]�}�v���o���(�µ�v���]�v�P���(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ���‰�µ���o�]�����•���Z�}�}�o�•�U�����������µ�•�����š�������Z���Œ�•�����Œ�����µ�v�����Œ�‰���]�������v�����}�À���Œ�Á�}�Œ�l�����X�����/���•�‰���v�������}�µ�v�š�o���•�•��
�Z�}�µ�Œ�•�����(�š���Œ���•���Z�}�}�o�����}�]�v�P���Á�}�Œ�l���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š�����}�u�‰���v�•���š�]�}�v�X���K�(�š���v���•�����Œ�]�(�]���]�v�P���‰���Œ�•�}�v���o���š�]�u���X�����/�����o�•�}���µ�•�����u�Ç���}�Á�v���‰���Œ�•�}�v���o���(�µ�v���•��
�(�}�Œ���u�Ç�����o���•�•�Œ�}�}�u�X��
��
�d�}�������o�]�À���Œ���š�Z�����•���Z�}�}�o�•���}�µ�Œ���l���]�l�]�������•���Œ�À���U���‰�o�����•�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�Z���•�������]�o�o�•�X���D���Z���o�}�X��
��
�d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ���(�}�Œ���Ç�}�µ�Œ���š�]�u���U��
�E���D���U���^���,�K�K�>�U���/�^�>���E����
�^���v�š���(�Œ�}�u���u�Ç���]�W�Z�}�v����
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�^���ò�ô�ï�����v�����^�����ò�ô�ò��
�,�����Œ�]�v�P���}�v���&�Œ�]�����Ç���&�����Œ�µ���Œ�Ç���ï�U���î�ì�í�ó��
�î�W�ð�ñ���‰�u��
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���Z���]�Œ���<�]�����v�]�����v�����D���u�����Œ�•���}�(���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�š�š�����W��
�D�Ç���v���u�����]�•�����v���Œ���Á���:�}�Ç�����X�����/�����u�������š�������Z���Œ�����š���<���v�}���o���v�]�����o���u���v�š���Œ�Ç���]�v���t���]�‰�]�}�X���/���Z���À�����������v�������š�������Z���Œ���(�}�Œ���š�Z����
���K�����(�}�Œ���í�î���Ç�����Œ�•�U���ó�����š�����Á�������������Z�����o���u���v�š���Œ�Ç�����v�����ñ�����š���u�Ç�����µ�Œ�Œ���v�š���•���Z�}�}�o�X���W�o�����•�����‰���•�•���^�����ò�ô�ï�����v�����^�����ò�ô�ò���š�}��
�]�v���Œ�����•�����(�µ�v���]�v�P���(�}�Œ���‰�µ���o�]�����•���Z�}�}�o�•�X��
��
�K���À�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç�������µ�����š�]�}�v���]�•���}�(���µ�š�u�}�•�š���]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�������š�}���}�µ�Œ�����v�š�]�Œ�����•�}���]���š�Ç�X�����/�v�À���•�š�]�v�P���]�v���}�µ�Œ���Ç�}�µ�š�Z���]�•���š�Z�����}�v�o�Ç���Á���Ç���š�}��
���v�•�µ�Œ�����š�Z�����‰�Œ���•���Œ�À���š�]�}�v���}�(���}�µ�Œ���•�}���]���š�Ç�X�����>�}�����o�o�Ç�U���Á�����v���������]�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�š�����v�������o�š�Œ�µ�]�•�š�]�����‰���}�‰�o�����š�}�����Œ�]�À�����}�µ�Œ�������}�v�}�u�Ç��
���v�����o���������}�µ�Œ���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�X���,���Á���]�]�������v�������������o���������Œ���]�v���š�Z�������v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š���o�����v�����š�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�]�����o���]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�]���•�X�������µ�š���š�Z�]�•��
�����v���v���À���Œ���Z���‰�‰���v�U���]�(���Á�������}���v�}�š���]�v�À���•�š���]�v���}�µ�Œ���Ç�}�µ�š�Z���v�}�Á�X��
��
�d�Z�����o�����Œ�v�]�v�P�����}�v���]�š�]�}�v�•�����Œ�������]�(�(�]���µ�o�š�����š�������•�š�X�����^�š�µ�����v�š�•�����Œ�������Æ�‰�����š�������š�}���o�����Œ�v���]�v�����o���•�•�Œ�}�}�u�•���}�À���Œ���õ�ì��
�����P�Œ�����•�X�����^�š�µ�����v�š�•�����Œ�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�•�������š�}���o�����Œ�v���Á�]�š�Z���•�}�u�����š�]�u���•���ï�ì���}�Œ���u�}�Œ�����}�š�Z���Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���]�v���š�Z�����Œ�}�}�u�U�����o�o���v�������]�v�P��
���š�š���v�š�]�}�v�X�����d�Z���Ç���µ�•�����}�µ�š�����š�������}�Œ���‰�}�}�Œ���š���Æ�š�����}�}�l�•�����v�����}�(�š���v�����}���v�}�š���Z���À�������������•�•���š�}���š�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�Ç�U���}�Œ�����š���o�����•�š���v�}�š��
���v�}�µ�P�Z�����������•�•�X�����,�}�Á�����Œ�����š�Z���Ç���•�µ�‰�‰�}�•�������š�}�����}�v�š���v�����Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���]�Œ���u���]�v�o���v�������}�µ�v�š���Œ�‰���Œ�š�•���]�v���š�Z���•�������v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š�•�M��
��
�,���Á���]�]���š�������Z���Œ�•�����Œ�����š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�•�š���‰���]�����š�������Z���Œ�•���]�v�����u���Œ�]�����U���Á�Z���v���(�]�P�µ�Œ�]�v�P���(�}�Œ�����}�•�š���}�(���o�]�À�]�v�P�X�����t�Z���v���š�������Z���Œ�•�����Œ����
�(�}�Œ���������š�}���P���š���•�����}�v�����}�Œ�����À���v���š�Z�]�Œ�����i�}���•�U���Z�}�Á�������v���š�Z���Ç���‰�µ�š���u���Æ�]�u�µ�u�����(�(�}�Œ�š���]�v�š�}���š�Z���]�Œ���‰�Œ�}�(���•�•�]�}�v�M���h�o�š�]�u���š���o�Ç�U��
�š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����Œ�����š�Z�����}�v���•���Á�Z�}���o�}�•���X�����d�������Z���Œ�•���š�Œ�Ç���š�}���P�]�À�������•���u�µ���Z���]�v���]�À�]���µ���o�����v�����•�u���o�o���P�Œ�}�µ�‰�����š�š���v�š�]�}�v���š�}���š�Z���]�Œ��
�•�š�µ�����v�š�•�X�����d�Z�]�•���]�•�����]�(�(�]���µ�o�š���]�(���v�}�š���]�u�‰�}�•�•�]���o�����Á�Z���v���š�Z���Œ�������Œ�����ï�ì���‰�o�µ�•���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���]�v���š�Z���]�Œ�����o���•�•�Œ�}�}�u�•�X��
��
�W���Œ�•�}�v���o�o�Ç�U���/�������v���v�}���o�}�v�P���Œ���š�������Z���Z���Œ�����µ�v�����Œ���š�Z���•�������}�v���]�š�]�}�v�•�X�����/���o�]�À�����‰���Ç���Z�����l���š�}���‰���Ç���Z�����l�U�����•���/���Z���À�����(�}�Œ���š�Z����
�‰���•�š���í�î���Ç�����Œ�•�X�����/���Z���À���������•�����}�v�����i�}�����š�Z���š���/���Á�}�Œ�l���š�Á�]�������‰���Œ���Á�����l�U���Á�Z���v���/���•�Z�}�µ�o�����������‰�o���v�v�]�v�P���}�Œ���(�]�v���]�v�P���v���Á���Á���Ç�•��
�š�}�����]�(�(���Œ���v�š�]���š�����]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�]�}�v���š�}���Œ�������Z�����o�o���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�X�����/���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�š�����}�v���]�š�]�}�v�•���Á�}�µ�o�����]�u�‰�Œ�}�À�������µ�š���/���Z���À�����������v���š�Z�]�v�l�]�v�P��
�š�Z���š���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����‰���•�š���ï���Ç�����Œ�•�����v�����Z���À�����•�����v���o�]�š�š�o�����š�}���v�}���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���•�•�X�����d�Z���•�������]�o�o�•���Á�}�µ�o���������������P�Œ�����š���•�š���‰���]�v���•�Z�}�Á�]�v�P���š�Z���š��
�š�Z�����P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(���š�Z�]�•���•�š���š���������š�µ���o�o�Ç�������Œ���•�������}�µ�š�������µ�����š�]�}�v�U�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�����v�����š�������Z���Œ�•�X��
��
�/���µ�Œ�P�����Ç�}�µ���š�}���‰�o�����•�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�Z���•�������]�o�o�•�X��
��
�d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ���(�}�Œ���Ç�}�µ�Œ���š�]�u���U��
���v���Œ���Á���:�}�Ç������
�ñ�š�Z���'�Œ���������d�������Z���Œ��
�<���v�}���o���v�]�����o���u���v�š���Œ�Ç����
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Testimony for: Senate Education Committee 
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION 
Hearing on Friday, February 3, 2017 
2:45pm 
  
Aloha esteemed Chair Kidani an d Members of the Committee:  
  
I am Ann Keeler, a teacher at Wilcox School on Kaua `i. I have been a teacher for almost thirty years. 
Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to incr ease funding for public schools. 
  
Our children are our future. When te achers instruct their students, they build the foundation for equality 
and prosperity for tomorrow's generations. Every dolla r invested in our community 's public schools yields 
exponential returns, not just for ou r economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society. 
  
Supporting these proposals will li ft Hawai'i's schools into the 21 st  Century. A vote for these measures is a 
vote for lower class sizes that allo w teachers to connect with their students, whole child education that 
includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources fo r special needs students, and professional pay that 
reflects the value of ou r hardworking teachers. 
   
We need additional funding for our public schools for ma ny reasons.  One reason is  the lack of one to one 
technology in our classrooms. If our keiki are to co mpete in a global economy they must be computer, 
ipad, smartphone, and internet savvy to be successful.  They must be able to go on-line and find the 
research and evidence to both back up their ideas and give them a platfo rm to show their innovation.  The 
BOE wants to give us a one time, on e percent pay increase.  Along with this they are raising our cost of 
insurance which when added together creates a pay cu t.  When compared with other teachers across the 
nation that have similar living expenses we are the lowe st paid in the nation.  Ye t, even with these facts 
and my yearly commitment to not spen d any of my money on my classroom , I do.  I have a son in college 
and would like to support him to a higher degree and yet I cannot.  If these bills were passed then I would 
not have to spend my own money supporting my classroom and students.  I have held two and 
sometimes three jobs a year.  Last year I had a hip revision so this was not possible.  I am currently 
looking for a second job.  This is insane. I am a prof essional with almost thirty  years experience.  There 
would not be any other professions, including yours, if  it were not for teachers.  Yet we are treated like 
second class citizens.  It  is time for Hawai'i to say "We support our keiki, their education, and their 
teachers"  by supporting SB 683 and SB 686. 
To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Ms Ann Keeler (Herkes), Wilcox  Elementary School, Kaua'i 
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TESTIMONY for Senate Education Committee Hearing on Fri. Feb. 3, 2017 at 2:45 pm 
 
Chair Kidani and members of the Senate Committee on Education, 
 
My name is Mireille Ellsworth, an English and Drama Teacher at Waiakea High School 
in Hilo. I would like to ask that you join pass and advance SB 686 for increased funding 
for public education. I regret that I am unable to afford to testify in person today, so I 
humbly ask that you read this testimony to understand a classroom teacher's perspective. 
 
Allow me to give you the reality as to how funding affects my students, especially in the 
elective classes that I teach. Waiakea High School prides itself on its Smaller Learning 
Communities framed around career academies, and I teach two sections of drama. 
However, this program is crippled in the scope of how far I can take my students in the 
performing arts. Our school of nearly 1200 students does not have a theater. We don't 
even have a "multi-purpose room" like many other schools have. The major fundraiser 
for our student activities program is our annual Variety Show, but annually, we must hire 
professional lighting and sound companies to help us set up a make-shift performance 
space in the gym. This eats into the money students could use for their extra-curricular 
activities. Our local Waiakea Lions Club donated a platform which serves as a make-shift 
stage in our cafeteria, but there is no "backstage" nor theatrical lighting available nor is 
there even a curtain.  
 
In order to teach the acting classes and put on productions, the school's head custodian 
and I jerry-rigged the only "curtain" I could afford given my budget of less than $300 the 
year we put it up in the classroom I use. We installed a cable that crosses the room about 
12 feet high, and I literally used rolls of black plastic from Home Depot which is used to 
cover floors when painting, taped the panels of plastic together with black Gorilla duct 
tape, and punched holes and used black zip ties as curtain hooks. I must train the student 
actors to stop saying lines when other actors are entering and exiting the stage because of 
the loud plastic rustling of the "curtain." We have a few theatrical stage lights, but no 
lighting board, so students sit below each light and turn it on and off using a switch on a 
power bar. If we turn on more than four stage lights simultaneously, the whole building's 
circuit breakers trip, powering down two other classrooms. In fact, our class has 
inadvertently set off the school's fire alarm when we tried to use a smoke machine for 
special effects because the room is not meant to be a theater.  
 
I have students taking acting more than one year in their high school experience, some 
even for all four years of high school. There have been amazing productions, many 
student-written and student-directed. Autistic students have miraculously come out of 
their shell and found theater their niche in high school. Students who have disabilities 
have blossomed in this program. One example is a student with a writing disability who 
realized the importance and significance of punctuation when he heard his peers doing a 
"cold reading" of his script that he had written. He was so motivated to learn the details 
of writing mechanics after that revelation! The head of the Performing Arts Department 
at the University of Hawaii at Hilo, Jackie Pualani Johnson, has even nominated our 
humble drama program to travel to Edinburgh, Scotland to participate in the Fringe 



Festival, but I had to turn down this incredible opportunity because of a lack of funding. 
I'm almost embarrassed to bring students to such a prestigious event because my students 
do not know anything about stagecraft or building sets under our present restrictions. It is 
shameful and much less than the students deserve. 
 
This school year alone, I have spent over $400 of my own personal funds purchasing 
props and even a piece of used furniture off Craigslist because of the odd things we need 
for play productions. Two of my seniors have written and are now directing their original 
productions and need certain items to make their dream and vision come true! If you 
want to see the ultimate in student-centered learning and peers leading peers, you ought 
to visit one of my acting classes' rehearsals. It is exciting and an incredible cooperative 
and creative student-led learning experience. 
 
Personally, the lack of funding for teacher salaries has affected me and made me question 
whether or not I can stay teaching in Hawai'i. I am a very thrifty person, and as a single 
person, I cannot afford to buy a house. I have excellent credit, and the only way I have 
been able to stay teaching here is to take out personal loans and juggle credit card debt. 
Any travel to see my two kids and my granddaughter has been subsidized by other 
members of my family. In fact, I haven't been able to afford to see them for two years 
now. It's shameful that as a working professional who holds a master's degree (that DOE 
does not pay me for) at over 50 years old, I depend on family to donate mileage to be able 
to see them. At present, I own a 2003 vehicle which I can barely afford to keep on the 
road with repair and maintenance bills, and I'm $40,000 in debt just affording the basic 
necessities like food and rent. I still have student loan debt as well. I have no savings and 
struggle to help my adult kids cover their power bill once or twice a year since they are 
part of the working poor living in Los Angeles. My two sons live together and share a car 
working different shifts. I want to cry thinking about how well they did in high school, 
yet as a single parent, the cost of finishing college was prohibitive for us as a family, 
even if they only went to school one at a time.  
 
Furtheremore, I have not recovered from the reduction in salary I experienced under 
Furlough Fridays. What made my situation worse was that shortly after that, I was 
diagnosed with breast cancer which forced me to go further into debt. Since my treatment 
was only available on Oahu and I live on the Big Island, I had to pay for over a month's 
worth of hotel accommodations which were not covered by my medical insurance. 
Without family in Hawaii, I got help from a friend willing to drop everything and nurse 
me on Oahu, but of course, I had to provide for her expenses. It is sad to think that 
teachers like me are only one major illness or serious accident away from financial ruin, 
even with health insurance.   
 
I have a hard time promoting college to students whose socio-economic status is the same 
or worse than mine because sadly, as much as I love teaching and feel it is the most 
rewarding profession there is, I know affording college is such a struggle. It would be 
compromising my personal integrity to encourage young people to choose teaching as a 
career choice as I myself feel I am in a dead-end job. Teaching salaries in Hawai'i not 
only do not keep up with inflation. This salary is putting me further into debt and making 



my prospects for any possibility of retiring comfortably actually impossible. There will 
be a breaking point, and if teachers salaries remain stagnant, I will be forced to leave. 
 
Funding for education in Hawai'i is critical. This community has been polled and is 
willing to provide the types of schools our keiki deserve. It is now in the hands of our 
decision makers to follow the will of the people to keep qualified, passionate teachers in 
our classrooms and provide the support for programs that excite kids about learning and 
keep them motivated in their more challenging subjects. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention, 
 
Mireille Ellsworth, 
English and Acting Teacher, 
Waiakea High School 
Hilo, Hawai'i 
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to pay them well and we need to keep our teachers here in Hawaii.  I have seen teachers working harder but 
not compensated.  Students deserve good teachers, good facilities, and good support to become college and 
career ready.  We want the students to be proud of their education and proud to become graduates from our 
public schools in Hawaii.��
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���U�G���J�U�D�G�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U��
��
We love because He first loved us.��
�����-�R�K�Q������������
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funding for the DOE should increase, namely on principle, but these are the three most 
practical and pressing. Thank you for taking the time to read my testimonial. Please 
support this bill! Sincerely, Camila Chaudron 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 12:59 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: mearth@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/1/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Elizabeth Robertson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: This bill affects investment properties, not single-family homes of the 
struggling middle class. With Hawaii`i's real estate values, there is no reason our keiki 
could not be attending the best schools in the country. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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I am writing to support funding for education by assessing a surcharge on residential investment 
properties for the purpose of educat ion.  Workers in the hospitality industry need to be skilled and 
educated and because the travel indust ry is one of Hawai'i's largest and most profitable industries, it is 
right and pono that the industry cont ribute to the education of our childre n and all seeking an education.   
 
 
 
mahalo 
Katherine Roseguo 
  
Please - remember, reduce, reuse, recy cle, renew, refresh, re cover, restore, respect, refuse, reintegrate, 
rethink, revitalize, repl ant, replanet, regreen, re furbish, regrow, rot. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 4:40 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: shannonkona@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/1/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Support 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee:  
   
 My name is Megan Medley, I am teacher at Iao intermediate school on Maui. I have been a teacher for 
eight years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools. 
 I want to begin by saying that I am a teacher because I want to help young people succeed. I believe that 
every decision made in a school should be in the students best interest. I want to see computers in every 
classroom, textbooks for every student, smaller class sizes, more support staff, more special education teachers, 
resource rooms for students of all ages, pull out classes for ELL students and students with special needs and of 
course a library with a librarian that is open everyday of the week.  
 I also want to work with other teachers and staff members with a positive attitude towards their jobs. 
Speaking for myself I am exhausted at the end of the school day but the work day is not over for me at that point. 
Like so many other teachers I have three other part time jobs. After a long often stress filled day I muster the 
energy to go to my next job. Monday through Friday I leave for work at 7am and I do not return home until 7 or 
8pm. Some days I go do three different jobs.  
 On Mondays I teach Uplinks until 4:30pm. Tuesdays I teach art at The Pa'ia Youth and Cultural Center 
until 6:00pm. Wednesdays I monitor the pool at The Maui Country Club until 7:00pm. Thursdays I teach 
Uplinks until 4:30 then I drive to the homeless shelter in Wailuku and I teach an Art class until 6:30pm. Fridays I 
monitor the pool at The Maui Country Club until 7:00pm. Saturdays I work at The Maui Country Club from 11-
4pm. Sundays I teach Sunday School just because I want to. With a schedule like this I still struggle to pay my 
bills. I have $40,000 in student loads on deferment because I can not afford to pay them and my rent every 
month.  
 When I came to Maui I brought with me 5 years of experience, a bachelors degree in biology and art 
education, plus 30 college credits in things like biochemistry, physics, astronomy and trigonometry. I spent hours 
getting the right paperwork to the recruitment office so I could be payed for the 30 credits. I was denied the pay 
increase because my credits where not all in Earth Science. This frustrated me because the knowledge I have 
gained by taking these 30 credits has made me a better teacher but Hawaii wont recognize me for it and pay me 
accordingly. Another colleague has a masters degree in administration but is not being payed for it because she is 
working as a teacher. There is no doubt that this colleague is a better teacher because of this masters degree.  
 In the three years that I have been teaching at Iao I have successfully earned 39 PDE3 credits and am 
currently working on 9 more. I'm happy to earn pay raises with these credits but I am discouraged that there is a 
salary cap of $60,000. I believe that I should be able to earn more than this annul salary a year. Due to the low 
starting wages, the salary cap and the coast of living on Maui there is a high turn over rate for teachers. Time and 
time again I have heard people say they are moving because they can not afford to live on Maui with a teachers 
salary. 
 The job that an effective teacher does is worth more than $60,000 a year. An effective teacher reaches 
the most difficult students on an intellectual and an emotional level. An effective teacher lets the swear words 
that are directed at them by students like verbal weapons roll of their shoulders. An effective teacher welcomes 
the same students back with open arms into there classroom.  An effective teacher doesn't let it get to them that 
they are verbally abused at work on a daily bases. An effective teacher doesn't get discouraged when a student 
takes off his shirt and charges at her with an intent to fight. An effective teacher deals with all the discipline and 
calls home and meetings and still has time to prepare a meaningful lesson everyday and gather lab supplies and 
grade papers within the time they are given. An effective teacher can go home at the end of the day and leave the 
stress and thoughts of work at the door.  
 We all know that a teachers job is never done. A teachers patience is always being tested. And a teachers 
work load is always increasing. With these increases in demands on teachers there should also be an increase in 
pay. If you are interested in statistical analyses of teachers pay compared to other jobs and compared to teacher 
wages in the past read this article. Teacher Pay 1940–2000: Losing Ground, Losing Status by Ed Hurley, NEA 
Research Division (http://www.nea.org/home/14052.htm).  
 
Sincerely, 
 



From: Logan HSTA Okita
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB683 and SB686
Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 6:20:50 PM

Testimony for: Senate Education Committee
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION
Hearing on Friday, February 3, 2017
2:45pm
 
Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Logan Okita, a National Board Certified teacher at Nimitz Elementary School on
 Oahu. I have been a teacher for 11 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to
 increase funding for public schools.
 
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
 foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar
 invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our
 economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.
 
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for
 these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with
 their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies,
 resources for special needs students, and professional pay that reflects the value of
 our hardworking teachers.
  
We need additional funding for our public schools, because many of our resources
 are outdated and need to be split amongst many teachers and students.  At my
 school, we have been without the use of our playground for almost two school years. 
 We also are working on moving to one-to-one technology, but we can't share it
 evenly because of the lack of funding.  We expect our students to become
 contributing citizens in a technology driven society without the tools they need to be
 successful.  These students also deserve a well-rounded education, however we are
 not able to fund full-time positions for music and art education.  I have taken jobs
 outside of my teaching day to help supplement my income.  Several of my
 colleagues have seriously discussed the possibility of leaving the state because they
 are unable to afford to live and teach here.  We need to make it possible for teachers
 in Hawaii to live and teach here without having to take second jobs.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Logan Okita, MEd, NBCT
Nimitz Elementary School
Oahu







From: Rachael Fujii
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB683 and SB686
Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 7:04:49 PM

Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Rachael Watson, a teacher at Pu'u Kukui Elementary School on the island of
 Maui. I have been a teacher for 12 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to
 increase funding for public schools.
 
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
 foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar
 invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our
 economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.
 
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for
 these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with
 their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies,
 resources for special needs students, and professional pay that reflects the value of
 our hardworking teachers.
  
We need additional funding for our public schools, because low pay and a lack of
 resources are driving teachers out of the profession.  Many, many qualified teachers
 who truly love building leaders of tomorrow continue to hold second and third jobs, to
 survive in Hawaii.  These types of situations are horrendously detrimental to
 students, providing an environment non conducive to learning.  Teachers are working
 additional jobs in their spare time instead of being able to plan, correct, and prep for
 classrooms that reflect a mindful atmosphere that teaches to the WHOLE child.  

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Rachael Watson
Pu'u Kukui Elementary School
Waikapū, Maui



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 10:02 AM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: sandroyd@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM* 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

sandra adams Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 9:16 AM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: foodsovereigntynow@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM* 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Mitsuko Hayakawa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 8:11 AM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: lhammonds@hotmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM* 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Hammonds Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 









From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Thursday, February 2, 2017 4:29 AM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: shannonkona@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/2/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Support 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 11:48 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: annsfreed@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/1/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Ann S Freed Individual Comments Only No 
 
 
Comments: I strongly support this bill. See my testimony on SB683, Mahalo Ann S. 
Freed, Mililani 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 11:47 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: lakimura@Hotmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/1/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Lance Kimura Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments: I have a single rental property. I would normally live in the property. 
However, we use the rental income from this property to rent a place so we can be 
closer to my wife's family. If I am forced to pay for this increased tax, I will be either 
forced to raise the rent in direct proportion to the taxes levied. This will probably push 
my tenants to leave to try to find another place in an even more expensive rental 
market. The second option would be me to leave the place where I currently live and 
force my tenants to find another place to live. I do not want to do this to my tenants. 
Since I started to rent my place, I have not raised rent once despite increased taxation 
from the City and insurance premium rate hikes. If this bill is passed, I will have not 
choice but to follow through with a rent increase of force to move back and thus push 
out the tenants. This bill assumes almost as if rental property owners are swimming in 
excess cash. I wish it were the case. Please reconsider this bill and vote against it in its 
current form. I am in favor of taxation on visitors.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 11:18 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: katc31999@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM* 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/1/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kat Culina Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 9:06 PM 
To: EDU Testimony 
Cc: jen.mather@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB686 on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM* 
 
SB686 
Submitted on: 2/1/2017 
Testimony for EDU on Feb 3, 2017 14:45PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Mather Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 

 

I am Kimberly Okino, a teacher at King Kaumuali'i Elementary School on the 

island of Kauai.. I have been a teacher for 28 years. Please pass SB 683 and 

SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

 

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build 

the foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every 

dollar invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not

 just for our economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic 

society.

 

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A 

vote for these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to 

connect with their students, whole child education that includes the arts and 

Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs students, and professional pay 

that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

Students deserve to have a smaller class size. They are asked to achieve more

 than ever. Reducing the class size would directly benefit each child in a 

positive manner. It would afford much needed one on one time with the 

classroom teacher.

Each week I find myself going to various stores to purchase either materials for 

lessons, supplies or "extras" in an effort to engage my students and encourage 

their love for learning. 

I am struggling to put my own daughter through college.  I must work a part 

time job at night, teach summer school and tutor in order to supplement my 

income.

Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for my students, and my 

family. Consideration is most appreciated,

Kimberly Okino

King Kaumuali'i Elementary School

Kauai

  

From: KimberlyOkino
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB683 and SB686
Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 7:07:20 PM
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To laugh often and much, to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children, to earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the 
betrayal of false friends, to appreciate beauty, to find the best in others, to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a 
redeemed social condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to have succeeded! ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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"Resolve to make at least one person happy every day, and then in ten years you may have made 
three thousand, six hundred and fifty persons happy, or brightened a small town by your 
contribution to the fund of general enjoyment." - Sydney Smith ��
����
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Testimony for: Senate Education Committee
SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION
Hearing on Friday, February 3, 2017
2:45pm
 
Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Marilou Gorai, a teacher at Heeia Elementary School on Oahu. I have been a teacher for 
3 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.
 
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation 
for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our 
community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the 
promise of a more open and democratic society.
 

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these 
measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students, 
whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs 
students, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.
  
We need additional funding for our public schools, because we need to create an environment 
where students will have all of the resources that they need to be effective in our ever-growing
 society. It is very difficult when I need to front up my own time and money to ensure that our 
students are receiving these resources because the school system is not providing enough 
resources in this new generation. I need to work part time jobs to ensure that my own family is
 financially stable because we are underpaid and underappreciated. When I have to work my 
part time jobs, I have to set more time aside after work to prepare for the next day at school. I 
would really appreciate it if we were paid reasonably so that I can be motivated to stay in this 
profession to help the children of the future. 

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,



Marilou Gorai, Heeia Elementary School, Oahu
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TO: Members of the Committee on Education 
 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa 

Honolulu, HI 96825 
808-395-3233 

 
HEARING: 2:45 p.m. Friday, February 3, 2017 

 
SUBJECT: SB 686 Constitutional Amendment for Real Property Tax Surcharge -  

OPPOSED 
 
 
Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 

 
Thank you for allowing me the oppo rtunity to provide testimony on 
SB 686, which would create a cons titutional amendment for a real 
property tax surcharge as well as a sp ecial fund for education.  I oppose 
this bill and urge you to vote “no.” 
 
The bill defines “residential investment property” as all land and buildings 
dedicated for residential use for whic h the owner does not qualify for a 
homeowner’s exemption.  “Investment” has come to be a dirty word in 
Hawaii, and the use of that word beli es the fact that those properties are 
home to more than 40% of r esidents on Oahu who rent.   
 
The amount of surcharge starts out at $3.50/$1,000 of assessed value.  
This is the current rate of real pr operty tax charged to homeowners on 
Oahu (on properties up to $1 million in assessed value).  The surcharge 
would  double the real property taxes on rental properties  not in the 
Residential A classification.  This additional tax would very likely be 
passed on to tenants and put more  pressure on the lower end of the 
market. 
 
The bill does include certain exemptions , but they are intrusive and would 
require significant resources to verif y.  For example, the exemption for 
property rented to a resident 65 or older who makes less than $75,000 per 
year would require the disclosure of the tenant’s birth date and income.  
Tenants should not be put in the po sition of having to release this 
information or face higher rents.  
 
This bill also calls for the creation of  yet another special fund.  Please – no 
more special funds. 
 
I urge you to vote “no”  on this bill. 
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From: Antonina Monkoski-takamure
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB683 and SB686
Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 8:02:42 PM

Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Antonina Monkoski-Takamure, a teacher at Iroquois Point Elementary School on
 Oahu. I have been a teacher for 3 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to
 increase funding for public schools.
 
Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the
 foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar
 invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our
 economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.
 
Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for
 these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with
 their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies,
 resources for special needs students, and professional pay that reflects the value of
 our hardworking teachers.
  
We need additional funding for our public schools because lack of funding restricts
 what I'd like to do with my students involving technology. I have my master's in
 Educational Technology, but we only have 10 chromebooks in my classroom. I
 currently have 22 students. Please tell me how I am supposed to utilize technology
 effectively, in a way to promote 21st century skills, when I don't have enough
 computers to even have students work on pairs on one computer? We say we want
 to prepare students for the future, but we don't provide them with sufficient tools to
 help them become college and career ready.

It is my third year teaching. I have been working two jobs since I started teaching. I
 had thought that with my master's degree and a professional career as a teacher, I
 wouldn't need a second job, however I have found that that is not the case. Many
 teachers I know work second and even third jobs. This leaves us exhausted and
 causes us to burn out quickly. Part of the Hawaii State Department of Education
 Strategic Plan is to increase teacher retention - this is because even the HIDOE
 knows teachers are leaving the profession at an alarming rate. Teachers need to be
 paid a fair wage. We are responsible for educating the future, yet we are constantly
 looked down upon by society. Teachers need to be valued - show us that you
 value and respect teachers. If you ask students what they want to be when they
 grow up, you'll find that barely any want to be teachers. This is because even they
 know that we are overworked, under-appreciated, and not respected by society. 

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. Mahalo.

Thank you for your time,
Antonina Monkoski-Takamure, Iroquois Point Elementary, Oahu
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From: Anne Rehart
To: EDU Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB683 and SB686
Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2017 8:06:41 PM

Testimony for: Senate Education Committee

SB 683 and SB 686 - RELATING TO EDUCATION

Hearing on Friday, February 3, 2017

2:45pm

 

Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 

 

I am Anne Rehart, a teacher at Kamaile Academy PCS on Oahu. I have been a

 teacher for 2 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public

 schools.

 

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the

 foundation for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar

 invested in our community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our

 economy, but for the promise of a more open and democratic society.

 

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for

 these measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with

 their students, whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies,

 resources for special needs students, and professional pay that reflects the value of

 our hardworking teachers.

  

We need additional funding for our public schools, we need money for EA supports

 for example. We have one EA to assist with 89 6th grade students total. Of these we

 have many identified and low achieving students that need support. Another issue at

 our school, as well as everywhere in Hawaii, is our continual loss of teachers

 because it is too expensive here and our pay does not take into account our cost of

 living. Personally, my family and I may have to leave if my salary does not go up due

 to economic hardship and I have 2 graduate degrees! Our students deserve long

 term, established teachers that know Hawaiian values and understand the culture

 here. We must do better!

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills. 



Mahalo Nui,

Anne M. Rehart

Secondary Special Education Math/Science
Kamaile Academy PCS Oahu

The mind is everything. What you think you become ~ Buddha
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Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee: 

 

I am Jessica B. Liggon, a teacher at Olomana School, Oahu. I have been a teacher for 2 1/2

 years. Please pass SB 683 and SB 686 to increase funding for public schools.

 

Our children are our future. When teachers instruct their students, they build the foundation

 for equality and prosperity for tomorrow’s generations. Every dollar invested in our

 community’s public schools yields exponential returns, not just for our economy, but for the

 promise of a more open and democratic society.

 

Supporting these proposals will lift Hawai’i’s schools into the 21st Century. A vote for these

 measures is a vote for lower class sizes that allow teachers to connect with their students,

 whole child education that includes the arts and Hawaiian studies, resources for special needs

 students, and professional pay that reflects the value of our hardworking teachers.

  

We need additional funding for our public schools, because education IS important in

 Hawai`i.  In order for the state government to show support of education, these bills must be

 passed.  Each year, I have picked up additional jobs to pay my monthly bills that include: 

 rent for a studio ($1,550), internet only ($35), student loans ($250), car payment ($205),

 food/household items ($600), and gas ($100).  The total of these bare minimum expenses

 comes to $2,740.  I do without cable.  I rarely buy clothes because I cannot afford them after

 my monthly expenses and rely on friends and family for hand-me-downs and gifts.  My net

 pay each month after paying taxes and medical/dental/vision insurance is only $2,548, which

 is more than most new teachers with only a bachelor’s degree earn.  This is a difference of

 $192 every month not including any medical expenses if I get sick, or vehicle

 repair/maintenance costs.  This speaks for itself about why there are problems in Hawai’i with

 teacher retention.

Having to work 3 additional part-time jobs to get by each month takes away from my students’



 learning because I am not able to put in any additional hours before, after, or over the

 weekends to plan lessons, grade papers with accuracy and quality, or provide 1:1 tutoring for

 students seeking assistance.  The message this sends to my students and their families is that I

 do not care.  I use my weekly prep periods to do the bare minimum lesson planning and rush

 through grading.  Every day I am disheartened by the lack of support and concern from the

 state for teacher AND student conditions in Hawai`i. 

Every year I witness teachers with whom I work, myself included, having to scrounge up

 money to purchase school supplies that students are not able to afford, and the state refuses to

 fund.  My purchases go on a credit card in which I make monthly payments throughout the

 school year to payoff.  The only colleagues I know who can afford to purchase their own

 supplies are ones who are living with family rent free.  Recruiting teachers from the

 continental United States, places them in the same predicament as me. 

I have been offered teaching positions in multiple states in which very cheap housing was

 provided by the schools, pay was equal to or more than that in Hawai`i, medical/dental/vision

 insurance was under $100 per month, and the cost of living was low enough for a teacher to

 survive and have enough money left over each month to enjoy life.  If the state of Hawai`i

 supports education and wants to retain teachers and support them throughout their careers so

 that they can build relationships with their students, and provide them with optimal learning

 environments, they need to provide them with the means to do so.  Passing SB 683 and SB

 686 will do this by increasing funds to pay teachers’ salaries on which they can live, and

 create a state that promotes residents over non-residents who are looking to make money off

 of the high cost of rentals in Hawai`i.

To deliver the schools our keiki deserve, please support these bills.

Mahalo nui loa,

Jessica Liggon

Olomana School, Oahu

6-12 Social Studies/Math Teacher
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